the organism.
In interpreting the events culminating in malignancy, the author presents the standard explanations which he himself recognizes to be only half-truths. This is a readable primer to the study of cancer. The title is perhaps a bit misleading. ROBERT Press, 1967 . xviii, 299 pp. $14.00. Developmental biology is a diverse and active area and promises increasingly to attract the attention of workers in other disciplines. For this reason, it is timely that this series has been initiated. First, the series can aid one group of developmental biologists by up-dating them on what another segment of the field is doing and; second, it can be a convenient avenue into a certain aspect of development for those entering the field from other areas.
In this first volume, the molecule, the cell, and the organism are given equal time and this is as it should be. If it were otherwise, the series would appeal to only a few embryologists or molecular biologists and not the wide readership that it is aimed at. The first two articles deal with approaches to an understanding of development from the point of view of the chemistry of heredity. A. S. Spirin discusses the regulation of expression of m-RNA in several systems; J. R. Collier presents recent biochemical findings on the classical spiral cleavage phenomenon. Maurice Sussman presents an intriguing survey of slime mold development and his recent studies on the biochemical genetics of its control. The current standing of embryonic induction is presnted by H. Tiedemann and a chapter on a cell system illustrating this phenomenon is contributed by P. F. Goetinck. An outstanding review of plant cell culture and its bearing on our understanding of plant development is provided by F. C. Steward and his co-workers. H. J. Becker reviews the genetic analysis of a class of developmental mutants effecting the facetation of the Deosophila eye. Two chapters are devoted to the biochemical and cellular aspects of erythropoesis.
This series promises to be one of the most important parts of the developmental biology literature. Joshua Lederberg's introduction to this volume is superb.
ROBERT J. KLEBE PSYCHOPHARMACOLOGICAL AGENTS. Vol. II. Edited by Maxwell Gordon. New York, Academic Press, 1967. xviii, 622 pp. $25.00. This book attempts the awesome task of compiling a fairly complete bibliography of the clinical and experimental publications through 1964 on phenothiazines, butyrophenones, meprobamate "like" agents, and MAO inhibitors. Approximately two thirds of this book is bibliography with the remaining one third a narrative which is little more than an anotated bibliography. Both sections forsake critical evaluation for comprehensiveness. There is no attempt to emphasize the most pertinent studies or clarify contradictory results and consequently the reader is left with little more than a mass of seemingly random facts. The chapter on "The Biochemical Basis of Mental Disease" exemplifies this; it is almost an appendage with little effort to correlate this data with the preceding sections on the psychopharmacologic agents themselves.
The studies noted in this book demonstrate the gap between the sophistication of the laboratory studies on psychopharmacologic agents and the naivete of some of the clinical studies (not to mention the low correlation between efficacy in the laboratory setting and in actual clinical trials). The very mass of data presented in this volume (2,000 studies on chlorpromazine alone) demonstrates the importance of communicating this information effectively to the clinician. A recent study showed that most physicians' drug administration habits are influenced in order of frequency by (1) the example of teachers and peers, (2) testimonials from colleagues, (3) extrapolations from specific studies, (4) convenience, (5) persuasiveness of advertising and manufacturer's representatives, and (6) availability of liberal samples.
Undeniably, the present volume fulfills its function as a source book, but in view of the brevity and uncritical nature of the presentation, the reader will still have to consult the original sources to evaluate the findings cited. Hopefully, future volumes will attempt to evaluate and synthesize the data in this important area. Brown and Company, 1967. 123 pp. $3.50 . This summary of data concerning the occurrence of endemic serious interstitial nephritis in Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, and Roumania brings together the latest thoughts and opinions of scientists struggling with one of the most fascinating medical mysteries to appear in recent years.
Within an area of about 200 kilometers on both sides of the Carpathian mountains at the point of intersection with the Danube River there is an extraordinarily high frequency (30-40%o in some villages, and affecting
